
April 20, 2016 

Dear DFS Families, 

 

As per previous district correspondence, SBAC assessments begin on Monday, April 25, for students in grades three, four and five.  

These standardized assessments serve as one of many data points used to monitor the progress of our students.  Teachers fully 

realize some students perform better than others in more formal testing situations, thus the need for ongoing classroom work 

samples and observations to paint a more full and valid picture of each of our students. 

 

That said, we feel our DFS students should and will perform well on the upcoming SBAC assessments, as staff works diligently to 

align our daily instruction with Connecticut’s Common Core State Standards.  We believe in maintaining a low-key approach to the 

upcoming tests and reinforce the idea of every student working up to his/her full ability.  One of the benefits of the SBAC 

assessment is the pressure of a timed test has been eliminated; students work independently on a PC or Chromebook at their own 

pace.  Students know speed doesn’t matter, but effort does, and that is our expectation; every student should do their personal best 

and carry this mindset forward in life as something “smart” people do. 

 

The chart below offers a helpful visual for how humans handle challenges.  We are aiming for the gray area in the middle; where 

students have the tingle of excitement of an impending challenge, one they are prepared to handle due to all their hard work this 

year.   If students don’t take the assessment seriously or are overanxious, they underperform. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So how can you help your child land in the gray area above?  Here are some simple suggestions for the upcoming assessment cycle. 

 

 Eat a healthy dinner the night before 

 Go to bed early 

 Wake up with plenty of time for a relaxing morning 

 Write your child an inspirational note each morning or have a quick chat, focusing on doing one’s personal best 

 Eat a healthy breakfast 

 Arrive at school as close to 8:20 AM as possible 

 Bring a healthy snack 

 Share your pride in your child’s efforts when they arrive home after school 

 Repeat 

 

We greatly appreciate your support in the coming weeks and know our students will do their personal best on the SBAC assessment. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Gary Kunschaft - Principal 


