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August 2019 
 

Dear Daniels Farm Families, 
 

After such an incredible few months of summer weather, we’re sure our families are recharged and ready for an 
exciting year of learning and growth at Daniels Farm School! Despite locking our doors throughout the summer, 
enrollment once again increased by 30-plus students. This resulted in an additional third grade classroom and a total 
enrollment in excess of 500 students. 
 

DFS staffing changes include the following positions: 
 

        Mrs. Michaela Cutney – Grade 3   Ms. Kayla Ray– Intern 
         Mrs. Karen Houghton – Grade 3   Ms. Cassie Urban - Intern 
                                                Ms. Carol St. John – Grade 4 

 

Our building is in the midst of a multi-year improvement plan designed to increase safety, security and comfort. New 
handles and locksets have been installed on all classroom doors, allowing doors to be automatically locked upon 
closing. New intercom speakers are in every room and hallway, with classroom telephones arriving in the next few 
months. A second set of locking doors at our front entrance allow for a secure alcove and more streamlined ID-checking 
prior to entry. Looking ahead, we are scheduled for new parking lot paving and windows over the 2020 summer break. 
 

The first few weeks of school can be a challenging transition for students, so please provide a head start by helping 
your child establish consistent evening rituals that result in plenty of sleep and an easy morning. At Back-to-School 
Night, you will receive your child’s personalized “Attendance Matters” report for the 2018-19 school year, which serves 
as a reflection tool in establishing consistent attendance throughout the upcoming year. Our goal is to hit the ground 
running on August 29, ensuring all students reach their full potential by year’s end.  If nightly reading has not been on 
the schedule, it’s not too late to change that by scheduling a family reading time each evening to unwind before bed. 
The minutes you spend reading as a family add up and make a huge difference in long-term vocabulary development.  
We appreciate your support in this area! 

 

Individual student class placement information is available via the Parent Portal on Infinite Campus as of today, 
Tuesday, August 20 (Incoming Kindergarteners and New Families only--information on creating an online account will 
be sent in September; in the meantime, teacher placement information will be mailed via regular mail). If you have 
already created an online account and are having trouble accessing it, please email: portalsupport@trumbullps.org. 
The Parent Portal provides access to important student and school information throughout the year. 

 

Families play a major role in realizing all our school goals. During the year our teachers, PTA and Father’s Club need 
volunteers for many activities that have a positive effect on our students, both academically and socially. The 
elementary school-age child loves nothing more than seeing teachers and parents working together at school. Grab 
hold of this unique time in your child's life by taking an active role at Daniels Farm School.  Parents are partners in the 
educational process, and we value your ideas and insights. We are constantly amazed at how efficiently and thoroughly 
our PTA and Father’s Club function regardless of the task, and we greatly appreciate all you do for us. 
 

The attached pages highlight important information you need to get the year started on a positive note. Please read 
on and share the necessary information with your child.  Should you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call 
us at (203) 452-4388.  See you soon! 
 

Sincerely, 

Gary Kunschaft 

Principal 
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A Special Note to Kindergarten Families:  You have received a tag with your child’s name on it and a colored dot.  
Please affix this tag to your kindergartner’s backpack. The tag is a clue to both the bus driver and the school that this 
youngster is a kindergartner.  Also, the dot tells us, at a quick glance, who the child’s kindergarten teacher is! As soon 
as your child emerges from the bus or from your car, we can direct him/her to the correct kindergarten line.  It also 
helps your child look for their specific teacher as follows: 
 

      Mrs. Barthel – Green       Dr. Blackmore – Yellow Mrs. Logan – R e d     Ms. Sullivan (formally Mrs. Foley) - Blue   
 

2019-20 Teacher Assignments: 
 

 Kindergarten:  Mrs. Barthel, Dr. Blackmore, Mrs. Logan, Ms. Sullivan (formally Mrs. Foley) 
 1st Grade:  Ms. Camara, Ms. McGrath, Mrs. Nawrocki, Mrs. Van Growski 
 2nd Grade:  Mrs. Chopskie, Mrs. Helminger, Ms. Stone, Ms. Yash 
 3rd Grade:  Mrs. Cutney, Mrs. Gomes, Mrs. Houghton, Mrs. Palermo, Mrs. Pastir  
 4th Grade:  Mrs. Evangelista, Mrs. Guglielmo, Mrs. Potok, Ms. St. John 
 5th Grade:  Mrs. Civitelli, Mrs. Domanick, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Spillane 
 

The teachers have included supply lists which children will need for the coming year; this list is also available on the 
school web site. Please remember that some of you chose to order your supplies in the spring via the PTA. If you did 
this, your supplies will be ready for your children when they arrive. The teacher’s list of supplies matches those 
compiled by the PTA. Please remember that teachers will understand if there are items you still need to acquire once 
school has started. The School Store will be open on our “Meet Your Teacher” day, listed below.   
 

Meet Your Teacher program:  On Wednesday, August 28, the building will be open to allow families to meet teachers 
during the following times:   

 Kindergarten & Grade one:  1:00 to 1:30 p.m. 

 Grades two & three: 1:40 to 2:10 p.m. 

 Grades four & five:   2:20 to 2:50 p.m. 
 

Please consider carpooling to alleviate parking congestion.  This holds true for all school events.  Be a role model for 
your child by showing them you “go green” whenever possible! 
 

The PTA will sponsor a play date for kindergarteners on Monday, August 26 at 4:30 p.m. on the playground in the 
back of the building. The PTA will contact involved families. The school will NOT be open. The PTA is also setting up a 
Newcomers Meet and Greet on Tuesday, August 27 at 6:00 p.m. for new students and kindergarteners who were 
unable to attend June’s visitation day. Again, the PTA will contact involved families. 
 

Bus routes and times will be published on the Trumbull Public Schools website: www.trumbullps.org, and should be 
fully updated by Friday, August 23. Trumbull Public Schools provides a bus for every student. Please remember that 
buses tend to run late for several days in the beginning of the year as the drivers adjust to their new routes. You can 
help by putting your child on the bus, beginning the first day of school. The bus is the easiest and safest way to school 
and home each day. 
 

All Trumbull schools will continue to focus on safety and security. Please remember to do your part helping us keep 
DFS safe by always signing in at the school office and taking a visitor’s badge, beginning on day one of school! We have 
a buzz-in front door system. All visitors must present a picture ID to enter the building.   
 

School begins and ends as follows: 

 Students enter the building from 8:20 a.m. – 8:35 a.m. via bus or carpool circle. 

 Students arriving after 8:35 a.m. must be buzzed in and a parent must accompany the student to the main 
office. 

 Students leave via bus or carpool from 3:20 p.m. – 3:35 p.m. 

 During these student entry and dismissal times, we do not admit anyone else into the building. This ensures 
all our students are safe.  Outside of these times all families and visitors are welcome with proper ID. 

 

Volunteers: Please note that per TBOE policy, any parent volunteering in Trumbull Public Schools is required to 
complete and submit a Volunteers form (located on the DFS website) and pass the subsequent background check 
without incident. This needs to be done every year. 

http://www.trumbullps.org/


 

 
Our Student Handbook, which explains expectations and policies may be found on our DFS website 

(www.trumbullps.org/df). We need to continue to work in conjunction with the family and the community to ensure the 
best possible educational environment for all of our students. The Student Code of Conduct policy is available at 
www.trumbullps.org→Board of Education→Policies→5000→5131 Standard of Conduct. Children are not permitted to 
use electronic games or any other handheld electronics in school. The school is not responsible for any electronics 
that are brought to school. Students may not use cell phones during school hours.   

 

All notifications and forms will be given to your student(s) on the first day of school, as follows: 

 A packet of forms to be completed and returned to the main office as soon as possible:  
 CENSUS VERIFICATION REPORT to update household information (only return if there are changes) 
 HEALTH OFFICE INFORMATION from our school nurse, Mrs. Ely   
 STANDARD REUNIFICATION METHOD FORMS for each student 
 WEATHER-RELATED (OR EMERGENCY SITUATION) EARLY DISMISSAL PROCEDURE – please keep one 

copy for yourself as a reminder as to what was written  

 Various PTA Forms (please help support our PTA which in turn supports all of our students!) 
 

Regarding the morning procedures for the first few days: Classroom teachers, with the exception of kindergarten 
teachers, will be in their rooms at 8:20 a.m. Kindergarten teachers will await their young learners outside the main 
entrance front doors the first three days of school. On Wednesday, September 4 kindergarteners will be ready to go 
directly to their classrooms from their bus or car. Bus duty teachers will monitor this. TLC teachers will ensure that TLC 
kindergartners get to the correct kindergarten class. Should buses arrive before 8:20 a.m., students are held on the bus 
until teachers are available to supervise. 
 

The district is rolling out the pilot Breakfast Program to the remaining elementary schools. Breakfast will be available 
to all students at the cost of $2.00. Students receive a “Grab and Go” style meal which they eat in the classroom. Please 
see the enclosed information sheet from the Food Services Department. 
 

Lunch will be served beginning the first day of school! Menus are available online. Lunch prices have gone up slightly 
to $2.90 (from $2.75) for a full lunch, including a drink, and $.50 for milk alone. Chilled bottled water is $1.00. We are 
prepared to start the debit card system the first day of school. If your child had a balance remaining in his/her account 
at the end of June 2019, the balance will be transferred to his/her account for the beginning of school. We will have 
snack beginning the first day of school; healthy snacks only please.   

 

Important Upcoming Dates: 
  

August 26: PTA Kindergarten playdate @ 4:30 p.m.–5:30 p.m., DFS playground 
August 27: PTA New Family Meet and Greet @ 6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m., DFS Café  
August 28: Meet Your Teacher (Gr. K&1 @1:00-1:30; Gr. 2&3 @1:40-2:10, Gr. 4&5 @2:20-2:50) 
August 29: First Day of School 
August 30: Breakfast process preview 
September 2: No School – Labor Day 
September 9: DFS Book Fair 
September 10: Back to School Night: Grades 3, 4, 5 @6:30 p.m./Meet the Specialists @7:15 p.m. 

           Grades K, 1, 2 @8:00 p.m. 
September 18: Picture Day (look for info in students’ backpacks early in the school year) 
September 27: School Spirit Day (last Friday of every month) - Wear purple and white, or DFS apparel 
September 30:  No School – Rosh Hashanah 

 

 
More information about Back-to-School night, PTA meetings, PTA After-School Enrichment programs, and school 
pictures will go home with the children in September. 

 
 

Enjoy the remainder of your summer!! 

http://www.trumbullps.org/df

